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Message Text 


114701 040745Z/13 

P 040628Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA PRIORITY 
USINT BAGHDAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DOHA PRIORITY 
USINT HAVANA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SANA PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
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EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR.ET, SO 

SUBJECT: VARIANCES IN REPRESENTATIONS ON US VIEWS 

, DEPARTMENT HAS NOTICED IN MANY CABLES FROM VARIOUS 
POSTS REPORTING ON CONVERSATIONS WITH HOST GOVT. OFFICIALS 
THAT SOME VARIATION HAS CREPT INTO OUR EXPLANATIONS OF 
OUR BASIC PEACE SCENARIO FOR THE OGADEN. 

2. IN FUTURE CONVERSATIONS, POSTS SHOULD STRESS THAT 
USG IS DEFINITELY FOR SOMALI WITHDRAWAL FROM THE OGADEN, 
NO MATTER WHAT THE EXACT CONTEXT IN WHICH SUBJECT ARISES 
(SUCH AS DISCUSSING INDUCEMENTS, TIMING, ETC.). THE 
CEASEFIRE WE FAVOR IS NOT ONE IN PLACE BUT AN ETHIOPIAN 
AND SOMALI AGREEMENT NOT TO SHOOT AT EACH OTHER AS SOMALI 
FORCES WITHDRAW. WE ALSO FEEL THAT, PENDING A SETTLEMENT, 
A NEUTRAL ENTITY, POSSIBLY UNDER OAU AUSPICES, SHOULD BE 
INTRODUCED INTO THE OGADEN TO OBSERVE WITHDRAWAL OF 
FORCES, ENSURE WELFARE OF INHABITANTS IN COURSE OF WITH- 
DRAWAL, AND PREVENT A RESURGENCE OF HOSTILITIES. THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WE FAVOR ARE FOR BASIC SETTLEMENT OF LONG- 
STANDING DISPUTES IN ORDER TO AVOID FUTURE OUTBREAKS OF 
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WAR, NOT AS A STEP LEADING TO SOMALI WITHDRAWAL. THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD MOST LIKELY COME ABOUT ONLY AFTER 

CEASEFIRE AND LINKED SOMALI WITHDRAWAL ARE COMPLETED, 
ALTHOUGH THE AGREEMENT FOR THE NEED TO NEGOTIATE A BASIC 
SETTLEMENT COULD COME AT SAME MOMENT AS AGREEMENT TO 
STOP SHOOTING AT EACH OTHER. CHRISTOPHER 
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